Examine the following data and account for the vowel alternations that are found in the suffixes. NB: 1) in regular speech, stem final [n] deletes when followed by an obstruent; 2) the initial [w] of the accusative suffixes becomes [m] One problem that many students will confront in this problem is how to treat the schwa. Often, they will have been taught that this sound is [-ATR] (or [-tense]), but in Tungusic languages the schwa patterns as the [+ATR] counterpart of [a] . If one treats schwa as [+ATR] , the statement of harmony is straightforward. If students fail to see this, their statement of harmony will be disjunctive.
For advanced students, these data can also be used to discuss harmony within the roots. All vowels in a root must harmonize for [ATR] . For native vocabulary there is rounding harmony, though it will be for students to understand how it operates based on the forms above. The rounding harmony operates left to right such that a round vowel requires all vowels to its right also to be round. However, where [u] occurs, the process ceases (as can be seen in the final two stems above where rounding does not spread to the [i]'s and [e]).
